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Saxony, had frightened the King of Prussia and
the Emperor and distracted their attention from
the war against France. While delivering a
shower of compliments Marlborough perceived
that the young Swedish King, who regarded him-
self as a Protestant champion, had a " natural
aversion " from France and was primarily anxious
to crush his particular enemy. Peter the Great,
Tsar of Russia. He did not therefore think it
necessary to make any precise proposals to divert
Charles's eyes from Germany, but simply arranged
for the customary bribing of the Swedish Ministers.
His judgment proved correct; by the end of the
year Charles XII turned from Central Europe and
in due course marched to his destruction at the
hands of Peter the Great. After soothing the
King of Prussia on his way back to Holland,
Marlborough returned to be greeted by the news
that two big disasters had already befallen the
Allies in the other theatres of war.

On April 25 the Duke of Berwick, the bastard
son of James II by Marlborough's sister Arabella,
inflicted a considerable defeat on the mixed Allied
army at Almanza in Spain, and less than a month
later the best French General, Villars, broke
through the carefully constructed German defen-
sive lines of Stolhoffen on the Upper Rhine and
overran the state of Wtirttemberg. Yet those two
defeats need not have upset Marlborough's plans
and did not in fact do so. Their main import-
ance was that they unnerved the Dutch and in-
duced them to order their field deputies not to
allow Marlborough to attempt any early action
in Flanders. And so, as his forces were in any